
Governor Baker’s COVID-19 Updates 
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Empowering Independence 

NEW GROUP CAN GET THE VACCINE  
 Starting March 11th 

 Early education and K-12 workers (EX: teachers, 

school staff, child care workers) 

Not sure if you should get the vaccine? Ask your doctor! 

Learn more about Vaccine Phases here. 

March 11, 2021  

NOT 
YET 

REOPENING MASS 

Now: Phase 3, Step 2 

Phase 4 should start March 22. 

Watch the Video here (captioned). 

Massachusetts Large COVID-19 Vaccination locations 

 Fenway Park will close March 17 (Red Sox opening) 

 Hynes Convention Center will open March 18 

Updated CDC ASL videos available here. 

Other topics include:  

 School Information for Parents 

 Washing Your Hands 

 And more! 

ASL Video Series 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-covid-19-vaccination-phases
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-plans-for-continued-reopening
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qo9CbXNvNRw&list=PLvrp9iOILTQatwnqm61jqFrsfUB4RKh6J&index=2
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New MCDHH Commissioner VLOG 

NOTE: See separate SE Resources page for more information or contact your Skills Trainer with questions. 

Please see the introduction and welcome message from 

MCDHH’s newest team member, Commissioner Opeoluwa Sotonwa. 

His first official day was March 1, 2021! 

https://www.facebook.com/MCDHH.MA/videos/

vb.228383383894713/424907941945660/?type=2&theater 

DON’T Share your Vaccine Card! 

Learn how to contact your doctor and schedule an interpreter before 

going to the hospital, lab, or doctor’s appointment. 

Video is in ASL with captions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Imwo3I_PJW8 

Interpreter Services Phone: (978) 937-6591 

Email: Interpreter.Services@lowellgeneral.org 

Lowell General Hospital Interpreter Services 

After you get the COVID-19 Vaccine you’ll get a card with: 

 Name  

 Birthday  

 Which COVID-19 vaccine you got  

 First vaccine date  

 Second vaccine shot 

 Where you got the vaccine 

DON’T share pictures of your Vaccine card on social media (Facebook, Instagram , 

Twitter, etc.). A scammer could use it to steal your identity. 

Show off your vaccination—use a sticker, frame, etc.! 

IMPORTANT: Keep this card! 

https://www.facebook.com/MCDHH.MA/videos/vb.228383383894713/424907941945660/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/MCDHH.MA/videos/vb.228383383894713/424907941945660/?type=2&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Imwo3I_PJW8
mailto:Interpreter.Services@lowellgeneral.org?subject=Interpreter%20Request
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Apple Stores: ASL Interpreters Available! 

How to request an ASL Interpreter for in-store appointments: 

1) Find your store: https://www.apple.com/retail/ 

2) Go to the bottom of the page 

3) Click on “Request a sign language interpreter” 

 Send your name and how best to contact you 

 Date/time of your visit 

VRI is also available for walk-in appointments. 

Other Resources: 

1 

2 

3 

Apple Support—YouTube 
videos with captions. 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Accessibility features 

2021 National Survey on Health and Disability 

Are you an adult—age 18 or over—with a disability, chronic 

illness/disease, mental or physical health condition? Fill out 

the survey and share how access to health care, insurance and the 

COVID-19 pandemic affects your life. 

 The survey will take about 20 minutes to do.  

 Responses are anonymous (private). 

Want to take the survey over the phone or have any questions? 

Call: 1-855-556-6328 (Voice/TTY) or Email: healthsurvey@ku.edu  

Enter a raffle to win one of fifteen $100 gift cards! 

 Weekly drawings will happen until the survey closes April 30th, 2021. 

 You can enter the raffle with or without finishing the survey. 

 Raffle requires first name and phone # or email address. 

To do the survey, go to: http://tinyurl.com/NSHD2021 

https://www.apple.com/retail/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYFQ33UIPERYx8-ZHucZbDA?app=desktop
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT210070
mailto:healthsurvey@ku.edu
http://tinyurl.com/NSHD2021
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DHILS Deaf Skills Trainer (P/T 20 hours) 

 

Provide Independent Living skills training, peer counseling, resources and 

advocacy to Deaf consumers. 

 Part-time – 20 hours. 

 Fluent in ASL (required). 

See the full job description and requirements here. 

Questions? Contact Deb Olson at: dolson@centerlw.org 

Zoom Guide 

CLW DHILS made a guide for using Zoom. Step-by-step instructions 

and pictures show how to: 

 Download the Zoom app 

 Join/Leave a meeting 

 Gallery View vs. Speaker View 

 Pin a screen 

WANT A COPY?   Contact Denise Paro at:  dparo@centerlw.org or 508-556-1600 (VP) 

NOTE: let us know which one(s) you want! (Computer/Cell Phone/iPad) 

Feeling Through is a new movie inspired by a true story. 

Click to watch a discussion about authentic casting, accessible 

filmmaking, and much more! 

https://www.facebook.com/

helenkellerservicesfortheblind/videos/823693171547615/ 

Feeling Through Movie—A Discussion 

Zoom will make automatic closed captioning available to ALL free customers 

in Fall 2021. 

Can’t wait? Fill out an ear ly request form  at: https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccQQ2W-

K8naaltkBIbuv6BfJvisy0NZS2qWIKd0gSMUWGGpQ/viewform 

You will receive a confirmation email with more information. Be patient—many people will be 

requesting this!   

Read more here: https://blog.zoom.us/update-on-live-transcription-for-free-accounts/  

Zoom: Automatic Live Captions 

https://www.indeed.com/jobs?q=Deaf%20Skills%20Trainer&l=Worcester%2C%20MA&vjk=799a32160e3e08d0
mailto:dolson@centerlw.org?subject=P/T%20Deaf%20Skills%20Trainer
mailto:dparo@centerlw.org?subject=Zoom%20Guide
https://www.facebook.com/helenkellerservicesfortheblind/videos/823693171547615/
https://www.facebook.com/helenkellerservicesfortheblind/videos/823693171547615/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccQQ2W-K8naaltkBIbuv6BfJvisy0NZS2qWIKd0gSMUWGGpQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccQQ2W-K8naaltkBIbuv6BfJvisy0NZS2qWIKd0gSMUWGGpQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccQQ2W-K8naaltkBIbuv6BfJvisy0NZS2qWIKd0gSMUWGGpQ/viewform
https://blog.zoom.us/update-on-live-transcription-for-free-accounts/
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Are private or charter schools required to provide accommodations 

(CART, interpreters, Assistive Listening Devices, etc.)  and services for 

children with hearing loss? Read a recent article from  the Success for K ids 

with Hearing Loss web site:  

https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/2021/02/19/can-kids-with-hearing-loss-in

-private-or-charter-schools-receive-dhh-support-services/ 

Private/Charter Schools and Accommodations 

Click here to watch a video (with sound) that shows 

how hearing loss and hearing aids affect a child’s 

ability to listen and learn: 

https://www.babyhearing.org/what-is-an-audiogram/  

What Does Childhood Hearing Loss Sound Like? 

Short videos include tips on how to build language during play time, 

snack time, mindfulness time, and more: https://mn.gov/deaf-

commission/advocacy-issues/education/early-hearing-detection-and-

intervention/foundation-of-language/  

[Minnesota Commission of the D/DB/HH]. 

Webinar Series: Building a Foundation 

of Language 

 Open for limited services [limited services]. 

 Services include: holds pickup, appoint-

ments for computer use, printing, copying, and 

faxing. 

 Click here to find out more about your location. 

 Click here for online Events. 

Don’t live in Worcester? 

Check out YOUR local library website! 

https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/2021/02/19/can-kids-with-hearing-loss-in-private-or-charter-schools-receive-dhh-support-services/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/2021/02/19/can-kids-with-hearing-loss-in-private-or-charter-schools-receive-dhh-support-services/
https://www.babyhearing.org/what-is-an-audiogram/
https://mn.gov/deaf-commission/advocacy-issues/education/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention/foundation-of-language/​
https://mn.gov/deaf-commission/advocacy-issues/education/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention/foundation-of-language/​
https://mn.gov/deaf-commission/advocacy-issues/education/early-hearing-detection-and-intervention/foundation-of-language/​
https://www.mywpl.org/article/reopening-updates
https://www.mywpl.org/?q=online-calendar


Center for Living & Working, Inc. 

Deaf  and Hard of  Hearing Independent Living Services Department 

Videophone: 508-762-1164 

Voice/TTY: 508-755-1003 

www.CenterLW.org 

Contact Us! 

Like us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking 

To save space in the newsletter, you can find all COVID-19 information (maps, data, orders, in-

formation, etc.) on these websites listed below. We will add more sites as needed. 

Vaccine Information https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine 

Vaccine Appointments https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/ 

Vaccine Appointments for 75+ www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccinations-for-people-ages-75-and-older 

COVID-19 Testing www.mass.gov/covid-19-testing 

US COVID-19 Cases and Deaths 

by State 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days 

COVID-19 Variant in the US https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html 

MA COVID-19 town-by-town map https://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-coronavirus-covid-19-community-

spread-risk-map-color-coded/33646711 

MA Travel Order https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order#lower-risk-states 

MA Response Reporting https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 

MA Stop the Spread https://www.mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread 

ASL Version: https://www.facebook.com/massgov/videos/434334580929189/ 

Re-Opening MA https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-information#reopening-

massachusetts- 

Governor Press Conferences Watch here: https://www.mass.gov/governor-updates 

Press Releases: https://www.mass.gov/lists/press-releases-related-to-covid-19 

COVID-19 Resources/Data 

http://www.CenterLW.org
https://www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
http://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccinations-for-people-ages-75-and-older
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-testing
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html
http://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-coronavirus-covid-19-community-spread-risk-map-color-coded/33646711
http://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-coronavirus-covid-19-community-spread-risk-map-color-coded/33646711
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order#lower-risk-states
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread
https://www.facebook.com/massgov/videos/434334580929189/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-information#reopening-massachusetts-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-information#reopening-massachusetts-
https://www.mass.gov/governor-updates
https://www.mass.gov/lists/press-releases-related-to-covid-19
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February — June 2021 

First Wednesday of the month 

1:00 — 2:30 PM 

Healthy Relationship Support Group on Zoom 

April 7: Tech Safety 

May 5: Safety Planning 

June 9: How to be an Ally/Self-care 

DHILS Consumer Deaf Zoom Chat 

Second Tuesday of the month! 

1:00 — 2:00 PM 

JOIN US! 

April 13, 2021 

May 11, 2021 

June 8, 2021 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

First and third Wednesday of the 
month 

10:00 AM — 12:00 PM 

Virtual Housing Workshop 

Boston Center for Independent Living (BCIL)’s workshop will teach you 

about affordable housing options in your area and how to apply. 

Register here. 

March 31, 2021 

11:00 AM — 12:00 PM  

Independent Living Education Day 2021: a Virtual Event 

More information coming soon! Updates can be found here. 
Questions? Contact sadie@masilc.org or 508-620-7452. 

Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/independent-living-education-

day-tickets-137489487759 

April 9 — 10, 2021 2021 DEN Conference: Innovate & Adapt 

Deaf Entrepreneurship Network 
 

On Zoom 
Registration: www.goden.org/2021virtualden 

July 19 — 30, 2021 2021 Annual Conference on Independent Living 

Keep checking for updates! 

https://ncil.org/2021-annual-conference-on-independent-living/ 

Last Thursday of Every Month! 

10:00 AM— 2:00 PM 

MassHire Central Career Centers—Virtual Job Fair 

Free for all job seekers and employers. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: The Tuesday before the event. 

Contact your MassHire Center: https://masshirecentralcc.com/ 

RSVP REQUIRED 

Contact Denise Paro at: 

508-508-556-1600 or 

DParo@CenterLW.org 

RSVP TO Denise Paro at: 

508-508-556-1600 or 

DParo@CenterLW.org 

Watch a VLOG here:  https://youtu.be/H8qhsxZoKZk 

Watch a VLOG here: https://youtu.be/OBdXcnYlhBo  

http://bostoncil.org/event/housing-workshop-3/all/
https://masilc.org/
mailto:sadie@masilc.org?subject=2021%20Independent%20Living%20Education%20Day
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/independent-living-education-day-tickets-137489487759
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/independent-living-education-day-tickets-137489487759
https://www.goden.org/2021virtualden
https://ncil.org/2021-annual-conference-on-independent-living/
https://masshirecentralcc.com/
mailto:DParo@CenterLW.org?subject=Healthy%20Relationship%20Support%20Group
mailto:DParo@CenterLW.org?subject=Healthy%20Relationship%20Support%20Group
https://youtu.be/H8qhsxZoKZk
https://youtu.be/OBdXcnYlhBo
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Joan Philip DHILS Director 508-762-1165 (VP) 

VACANT Deaf Skills Trainer 508-762-1350 (VP) 

Denise Paro Administrative Assistant 508-556-1600 (VP) 

Ellen Perkins Hard of Hearing Skills Trainer 508-502-7576 (Voice); 508-762-1354 (VP) 

Joy Spurlin Assistant Manager/Skills Trainer 508-762-1166 (VP) 

Justina Bailey Deaf Skills Trainer 508-762-1021 (VP) 

Kim White Staff Interpreter 508-755-1042 x5042; 508-283-1036 (VP) 

Questions about this Newsletter? 
Need a website address from your printed newsletter? Contact your Skills Trainer! 

Thursdays 

4:00 — 5:00 PM 

Starting March 11th 

Coping & Parenting During COVID-19 Support Group  

On Zoom 

 Discuss challenges/successes 

 Connect with others 

 Learn how to cope, and more! 

Register: Call 508-796-1411 or Email CKeenan@sevenhills.org 

NOTE: Request an ASL Interpreter or CART right away! 

March 20th 

10:00 AM 

Shared Reading Saturday—“A Day with Paramedics”  

Facebook Live or YouTube Live 

Interpretation will be provided in English and Spanish. A link to a playlist of the 

story in ASL on YouTube will be shared. 

Second Tuesday of the month 

1:00 — 2:00 PM 

Mental Health Advocacy Program for Kids 

Learn more  about MHAP for Kids here. 

April 13: Delinquency Proceedings/CRA Law 

May 11: C&P Proceedings/CRA Law 

June 8: School Discipline Rights 

Register by sending an email to Michaela: mmacquarrie@hla-inc.org 

 Boston Children’s Hospital Deaf & Hard of Hearing Program 

Visit Facebook for the latest events: 

https://www.facebook.com/BostonChildrensDHHP 

 Worcester Family Partnership 

Click here to see the February calendar. 

Register for ALL events here. 

Parent/Kids Events 

mailto:Email%20CKeenan@sevenhills.org
https://www.facebook.com/SharedReadingSaturday
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCih3jEwAdEllywpDLbJTU-A
https://www.healthlawadvocates.org/initiatives/mhapforkids
mailto:mmacquarrie@hla-inc.org
https://www.facebook.com/BostonChildrensDHHP
r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c1M_Ok-pQuzI8rEYLhZ2hjip5cBoCHBtmFfKlZxGMs8VqBnn2sJwS1E_ehqFyimIjI0xyAP72h2W4TeemufW5vRzPPRp4gP7p4F7R6JzrgEdP9LkkHJ52vfg2vp29N7by-4s8cYodlNsf4pkYXpStgL9kIaDjoG4WBU91zixG_wBTbw7eIXRJou3cjvJA11wuVgjmFl8I6MqLV6Ku2RumtazpRK1xtEBbpFy44qa
https://forms.gle/zytssToFCp1JVxTMA
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Virtual Session: July 10, 2021  
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